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Economic Value of Corn Production in California and the US
In California, there are four main areas that engage in corn production. These areas include the southern desert valleys which encompass mainly of two counties. The counties are Riverside and Imperial counties. The second main areas producing sweet corn in California is the south coast, which encompasses a number of counties. These are Orange County, San Diego County and Santa Barbara County (Smith, Aguiar & Caprile, 2005). The third main region is the central valley which massively produces corn in many counties including Contra Costa, San Joaquin, Stanislaus. Madera, Merced and Fresno counties. Lastly, the fourth region which produces corn in California is the central cost in San Benito, Alameda and Santa Clara counties. In addition to the four main areas mentioned above, other counties in California produce sweet corn for direct selling to the stands at the roadsides (Smith, Aguiar & Caprile, 2005).
The counties mentioned above produce massive amounts of corn on vast areas of land. This corn is sold both domestically in the United States of America and in the international market through export. In the past, there was a notion that corn is mainly grown for feeding cattle in the United States but as years go by, this notion has changed as the United States engages in exporting corn produced in California and other states to other countries for gaining economic value (SeeCalifornia, 2019). In the 1990s, the economic value of corn is California varied at about $2100 to $2500 gross value per acre. The average acreage in the 1990s was about 25,000 acres under corn production. That translates to about 7 billion dollars per year from corn production in California.
However, today, corn production has increased in value due to the improved seed varieties which give better yields and also because of the mechanization of the corn production to a large scale. Currently, the economic value of corn production by California is way above 30 billion dollars per year. In, 2010, California alone harvested over 200,000 acres of corn (SeeCalifornia, 2019). Going by the average values of $2000 per acre, it is clear that California took a giant share of the economic value of corn in that year. the year 2017, United States lead the least of top corn exporters having exported a dollar value of corn worth $9.6 billion which was 32.3% of the total corn export in the world (Workman, 2019). Even as most of the corn produced in the United States of America is used for silage formation for feeding ruminant animals, the US can still engage in exporting of such amounts of corn to countries such as Canada, the East African nations where corn is used as a staple food and the Asian continent too.
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